
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

“Do You Love Me?” 

 

      As I was reading today’s gospel, the thought kept running through my mind: “What 

if Jesus were with us in church this morning and He said to me: Fr. Tom, son of Patrick 

and Regina Butler, do you love me more than all the other people in church this 

morning”? Would Jesus be interested in knowing I love Him more than all the other 

people in church? No, I don’t think Jesus wants us to compete with one another in our 

love for Him. After all, how can you compete when you can’t measure love? It’s a 

quality and not a quantity. 

     God wants us to love Him as much as we can. No doubt it pleases Him very much, 

but He doesn’t want us to love Him for the benefits we can receive out of it. He just 

wants us to love Him!! Now when we love someone, we focus our attention in that 

person’s direction. And our loves become involved and taken up with that person. 

Therefore, the more we love Christ, the more we will think of Him and try to do all He 

wants us to do. And, without realizing it, we begin to become like Him. 

     Peter probably thought he loved Jesus more than the others. And each of them 

probably thought they were the ones who loved Jesus the most. So, just maybe Jesus 

asked that question the way He did, knowing He would get Peter’s attention really fast. 

“Do you love me, Peter, more than the rest of these guys?” He knew Peter would boast: 

“You betcha!” And He wanted Peter to remember that boast for the rest of his life. After 

all, there were going to be many tough times for Peter for face to prove his love. 

     Now don’t you ever worry about whether you love Christ more than anyone else. 

What is only important is that you love Him!! And that you continue to grow in that 

love. And remember your thoughts and actions will be signs of just how well you are 

doing.  

     

 


